
Q + A Regarding Forest Harvesting at Kamview 
You may have noticed some logging of selected sections of the Kamview forest. What’s going on? Well, 
in short, we’re trying to protect the forest for the future and hopefully prevent a catastrophe like the 
devastating wildfire which swept through Jasper National Park and townsite this summer (2024). 
 
Kamview’s Forest Management Plan was created to keep our forest healthy and diverse. Forest 
harvesting will begin this year in select areas, followed by replanting with more diverse tree species. You 
may be wondering why is this so necessary now? Why is this necessary? 
 
In recent years, there has been a rapid increase in the population of an insect called Spruce Budworm. It 
is found in the boreal forest and feeds on the needles of balsam fir trees. Every 30-40 years, 
there is a population explosion of these insects.  Outbreaks cause defoliation and complete tree death 
after 3-5 years. The most recent outbreak was in the 1980s, meaning we are due for another. 
 
In a healthy and diverse forest, these outbreaks are damaging, but the forest as a whole is resilient. 
However, because of clearcutting in the 1960s on the land that is now Kamview, there are large sections 
of the forest made up almost entirely of balsam fir. Because of the looming Spruce Budworm infestation, 
if we don’t do anything now, in just a few years there will be entire sections of Kamview’s forest left as 
standing dead timber. Selective forest harvesting is Kamview’s best, and possibly only option to prevent 
the significant wildfire hazard, trail damage and debris area if these soon-to-be-dead trees are left 
standing. It’s important to note the wildfire hazard threatens not only Kamview but surrounding houses, 
leaving us open to liability if any of those homes are destroyed and we knew about the potential for fire 
but failed to take proactive measures to prevent it.  
 
You need only to look at the large-scales wildifires which burned out of control in Quetico Provincial 
Park in 2021, to get a sense of the potential risk posed by a budworm outbreak. If we remove those at-
risk trees now, and replace them with a greater diversity of species, re-creating the natural environment 
which existed prior to clearcutting, Kamview is in a much better position to avoid the risk of a wildfire 
destroying our trail system and spreading to neighbouring residential areas. 
 
The overall plan: 
● The attached map shows the planned areas for harvesting in the fall of 2024. 
● A logging contractor will fell and bunch the trees, and eligible wood will be sold to Resolute 
Forest Products. 
● During this time, some areas of the trail leading from the chalet to the stadium will be closed. 
● In the spring of 2025, birch, elm, maple, oak, black spruce, pine and cedar will be planted to 
repopulate the area with more resilient and diverse tree species. 
● Budworm numbers will continue to be monitored to help us assess whether further harvesting is 
necessary. 
We know this will impact how our beautiful forest looks now, but in a few years it will regrow with more 
resiliency and more diversity. This will make the area even more beautiful for us, and for wildlife, while 
also ensuring the forest is safe from fire and everyone can enjoy it for decades to come. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
What is Spruce Budworm? 
● The (eastern) spruce budworm (Choristoneura fumiferana) is an insect native to North 
America. Spruce budworm larvae feed mainly on the foliage of balsam fir and white 



spruce, and to a lesser extent on red spruce and black spruce. Trees usually die after 3-5 
consecutive years of severe defoliation. This poses a significant wildfire hazard. 
● Outbreaks of spruce budworm occur every 30 to 40 years. The last severe infestation of 
spruce budworm in Thunder Bay was in the mid 1980s. 
● For more information, visit the Government of Canada’s Spruce Budworm page. 
 
How do you know an outbreak is happening? 
● The budworm population is increasing rapidly across Northwestern Ontario. Kamview staff are 
currently monitoring the insect’s population on the property by luring male moths into a pheromone 
trap. Over 1500+ moths were captured, which is a predictor for significant heavy defoliation next year. 
● MNRF’s Forest Insect and Disease Survey Unit will conduct further sampling in the 
Lookout trail and inside the Animal Track areas this fall (2024). Branches from the mid crown of Balsam 
Fir trees will be collected. Budworm larvae developed from this year’s’ mating will be counted. This 
will provide an even more accurate indication of the magnitude of next year’s infestation 
(2025). 
 
What changes will I see as a trail user? 
● The pink highlighted areas on the attached map show the areas we plan to harvest in 
2024.  All balsam fir will be removed, with the exception of trees which are too small to harvest, 
and wet areas where site/soil damage may occur. 
● Sections of the trail leading from the chalet down to the stadium will be closed to the 
public when equipment is operating during the harvesting, processing and removal of wood, .when 
equipment is operating. ¶ 
● The harvested wood will leave by truck through the lower parking lot. 
● It may be necessary for a “fun runs” to begin at the chalet instead of their usual starting point. 
 
Why is this happening all at once? 
● Spreading the harvest out over a longer period does not reduce the risk of a major 
wildfire. As well, the wood quality may decline to the point where it is no longer worth 
harvesting. This means the trees would still need to come down, but Kamview could not 
recoup any of the cost.  
● The trail system may sustain some damage during cutting. A single harvest session reduces repair 
efforts and expense.  
 
What is the harvesting process? 
● The logging contractor will utilize a “feller buncher” to cut and pile the trees. Then a “skidder” will 
take them to a central location for delimbing and processing. 
● Large trees will be cut into specific lengths for sawlog material and sold to 
Resolute Forest Products. 
● Branches and other small material will be processed by a “grinder” into “biomass” which 
will be sold to Resolute Forest Products. 
 
Why is harvesting the best option? What else was considered? 
● If we do nothing, the spruce budworm will likely kill the Balsam Fir creating a significant fire hazard 
leading to dead, trees falling onto the trails, which could endanger hikers and skiers. 
● The biological insecticide Bt (bacillus thuringiensis) is sometimes aerially sprayed onto high value 
Crown forests to suppress the budworm until the trees can be harvested. Spraying simply slows down 
the insect. It does not reverse the damage!. Spraying is done in the spring during a very small window of 



time, and conditions must be perfect.  It would be very expensive to spray our small block of land. As 
well, it could negatively impact the residential gardens, trees and shrubs of Kamview’s neighbours.   Bt 
effects all species of insects in the family of Lepidoptera. 
 
Will the cutover area be planted? 
● Yes! Beginning in spring 2025, the harvested area will be planted with a wide range of species, which 
are much more resistant to the budworm. These include yellow/white birch, 
elm, sugar/red maple, red/burr oak, black spruce, jack/red/white pine, and cedar). A broad variety of 
trees species will also increase the biodiversity and future resiliency of Kamview’s forests. 
● Kamview has been approved for inclusion in the “50 Million Tree Program”. This means 
seedlings and their planting will be provided free through the program. 
 
What profit will Kamview see from this venture? 
● This is not intended to be a money maker for Kamview. Instead, it is meant to remove 
the Balsam Fir before it is killed by defoliation from the budworm. Standing dead 
Balsam Fir showers a lot of debris (dead needles, small and large branches, bark) on the 
trails, making maintenance almost impossible and negatively impacting trail quality. 
More importantly, however, standing dead fir creates a significant fire hazard that could 
easily move into other parts of the ski area as well as into the residential areas that 
adjoin our property. This becomes a human safety and liability issue. 
● Kamview will receive some remuneration from the harvest. 
● The province has previously approved our Managed Forest Tax Incentive Plan (MFTIP) . It ensures that 
Kamview receives a 75% rebate on its municipal taxes each year (approx. $12,000.00 annually). 
 
Will the planted trees need to be treated with herbicide? 
● Manual tending without herbicide is the number one option. As a last resort, only 
conifers having a tough time competing against other shrubs would be treated through a 
limited backpack herbicide spraying program.  
 
Will other areas at Kamview require harvesting due to the Spruce Budworm? 
● In all likelihood, yes. There are sections of the Lookout Trail which also have a high 
concentration of Balsam Fir.  However, because of the location, removing the harvested wood without 
damaging the trail system is very difficult. Staff at Kamview with assistance from MNRF will continue to 
monitor the spruce budworm population and defoliation damage in the Lookout area. 
● In order to keep the Kamview forest healthy, it will likely be necessary to harvest high-density Balsam 
Fir and over-mature Trembling Aspen for the next decade or more.  The areas to be cut in early fall 2024 
are highlighted in pink on the map.  
  



 



 

 


